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Idaho Cattle Inventory at Record High 2.37 Million Head 
 

Idaho cattle and calf inventory totaled 2.37 million head as of January 

1, 2013.  The January 1, 2013 inventory increased 7 percent from 

January 1, 2012. Last year’s inventory shared the previous record high 

with January 1, 2011. There were 510,000 beef cows, up 9 percent 

from last year. Milk cows on hand at the beginning of the year were 

580,000 head, down 1,000 head from a year ago.  The number of beef 

replacement heifers, at 120,000, was up 33 percent from a year ago, 

heifers for milk cow replacement, at  310,000, was up 3 percent and 

other heifers 500 pounds and over was 210,000 head, up 11 percent 

from last year.  Statewide, there were 275,000 steers over 500 pounds, 

40,000 bulls over 500 pounds and 325,000 calves under 500 pounds on 

January 1, 2013.  The 2012 calf crop totaled 960,000 head, up 5 

percent from the calf crop of 2011.  

All cattle and calves in the United States as of January 1, 2013 totaled 89.3 million head, 2 percent below the 90.8 million on January 1, 

2012. Th is is the lowest January 1 inventory of all cattle and calves since the 88.1 million head on hand in 1952. All cows and heifers 

that have calved, at 38.5 million head, were down 2 percent from the 39.4 million head on January 1, 2012. This is the lowest January 1 

inventory of all cows and heifers that have calved since the 36.8 million head in 1941. Beef cows reported at 29.3 million he ad were 

down 3 percent from January 1, 2012. Milk cows , at 9.2 million head were unchanged from a year ago. On January 1 all heifers 500 

pounds and over were at 19.1 million head, down 1 percent. Beef replacement heifers increased 2 percent from last year to 5.4 million 

head. Milk replacement heifer inventory fell 2 percent from a year ago to 4.6 million head. Other heifers were at 9.2 million head, down 

3 percent from last year’s level. Steers weighing 500 pounds and over were at 15.8 million head, unchanged from January 1, 2012. Bulls 

weighing 500 pounds and over were 2.1 million head, down 2 percent from last year. Calves under 500 pounds inventory was 13.8 

million head, down 2 percent from a year ago.  Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter in all feed lots was at 13.4 million he ad, down 5 

percent from January 1, 2012. The combined total of calves under 500 pounds, and other heifers and steers over 500 pounds outside of 

feedlots was 25.5 million, up 1 percent from a year ago. The 2012 calf crop was estimated at 34.3 million head, down 3 percent from 

2011. Th is is the smallest calf c rop since the 33.7 million born during 1949. Calves born during the first half of 2012 are estimated at 

25.0 million, down 3 percent from 2011.  
 

Cattle and Calves:  Number by Class and Calf Crop, United States, January 1, 2012-2013 1/ 

Class 2012 2013 2013 as % of 2012 

 1,000 Head 1,000 Head Percent 

Cattle and Calves     90,768.5      89,299.6  98 

Cows and Heifers That Have Calved     39,387.4      38,515.2  98 

  Beef Cows     30,157.9      29,295.3  97 

  Milk Cows      9,229.5       9,219.9  100 

Heifers 500 Pounds and Over     19,337.8      19,128.9  99 

  For Beef Cow Replacement      5,261.6       5,360.6  102 

    Expected to Calve 2/      3,221.3       3,280.3  102 

  For Milk Cow Replacement      4,622.0       4,550.7  98 

    Expected to Calve 2/      3,064.9       2,928.4  96 

  Other Heifers      9,454.2       9,217.6  97 

Steers 500 Pounds and Over     15,832.5      15,812.7  100 

Bulls 500 Pounds and Over      2,096.0       2,055.8  98 

Calves Under 500 Pounds     14,114.8      13,787.0  98 

Cattle on Feed     14,121.4      13,351.7  95 
    
 2011 2012 2012 as % of 2011 

Calf Crop     35,313.2     34,279.0 97 

This issue of the Idaho Crop and Livestock 
Producers' News covers the results of the January 1 
Cattle Survey. 
 

For more information contact us at nass-
id@nass.usda.gov or at 1-800-691-9987. Thank you 
for reporting and your continued support. 
 

  Sincerely, 

                          
  Vince Matthews 
  Director 
 

mailto:nass-id@nass.usda.gov
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   1/ Totals may not add due to rounding. 2/  Replacement heifers expected to calve during the year.  



 

Cattle and Calves: Inventory, by Classes and Weight, January 1, 2013 

State 
All Cattle 

and Calves 

Cows That Have 

Calved 
Heifers 500 Pounds and Over 500 Pounds and Over 

Under 

500 

Pounds 

Beef Milk 
Beef Cow 

Replacement 
Milk Cow 

Replacement 
Other Steers Bulls Calves 

 1,000 Head 

Alabama               1,220.0          651.0            9.0        105.0            4.0          31.0            50.0          50.0          320.0  
Alaska                   12.0              4.9            0.4            1.3            0.2            0.1              0.5            2.9             1.7  
Arizona                  900.0          175.0        190.0          22.0          73.0          25.0          290.0          20.0          105.0  
Arkansas               1,600.0          851.0            9.0        129.0            7.0          54.0          125.0          55.0          370.0  
California               5,300.0          610.0      1,780.0        110.0        780.0        220.0          620.0          70.0       1,110.0  
Colorado               2,600.0          715.0        135.0        130.0          85.0        520.0          840.0          45.0          130.0  
Connecticut                   48.0              6.0          18.0            2.0            9.0            0.5              2.0            0.5            10.0  
Delaware                   18.0              4.0            4.5            0.7            3.0            0.6              1.9            0.3             3.0  
Florida               1,660.0          908.0        122.0        115.0          35.0          25.0            20.0          55.0          380.0  
Georgia               1,020.0          490.0          80.0          74.0          28.0          28.0            39.0          26.0          255.0  
Hawaii                  132.0            69.9            2.1          10.0            2.0            4.0              7.0            4.0            33.0  
Idaho               2,370.0          510.0        580.0        120.0        310.0        210.0          275.0          40.0          325.0  
Illinois                1,120.0          360.0        100.0          60.0          48.0          82.0          240.0          25.0          205.0  
Indiana                  810.0          191.0        174.0          41.0          56.0          48.0            91.0          19.0          190.0  
Iowa               3,850.0          925.0        205.0        150.0        120.0        680.0        1,250.0          60.0          460.0  
Kansas               5,850.0        1,328.0        132.0        230.0        100.0      1,370.0        1,970.0          85.0          635.0  
Kentucky               2,240.0        1,028.0          72.0        150.0          50.0        160.0          225.0          75.0          480.0  
Louisiana                  780.0          454.0          16.0          77.0            5.0          21.0            18.0          30.0          159.0  
Maine                   85.0            11.0          32.0            2.5          15.5            2.0              5.0            1.5            15.5  
Maryland                  192.0            41.0          51.0            9.0          29.0            9.0            15.0            4.0            34.0  
Massachusetts                   39.0              6.5          12.5            2.0            6.0            1.0              2.0            1.0             8.0  
Michigan               1,120.0          113.0        377.0          28.0        157.0          47.0          174.0          14.0          210.0  
Minnesota               2,390.0          375.0        465.0        100.0        280.0        180.0          470.0          35.0          485.0  
Mississippi                  910.0          486.0          14.0          78.0            7.0          35.0            41.0          39.0          210.0  
Missouri               3,650.0        1,757.0          93.0        270.0          40.0        220.0          350.0        100.0          820.0  
Montana               2,600.0        1,506.0          14.0        435.0            8.0        187.0          230.0        100.0          120.0  
Nebraska               6,300.0        1,805.0          55.0        350.0          20.0      1,380.0        2,250.0        100.0          340.0  
Nevada                  460.0          231.0          29.0          36.0            9.0          30.0            46.0          13.0            66.0  
New Hampshire                   33.0              3.5          13.5            1.2            6.5            0.8              1.0            0.5             6.0  
New Jersey                   31.0              9.0            7.0            2.0            4.0            1.0              2.0            1.0             5.0  
New Mexico               1,340.0          390.0        320.0          75.0        125.0        100.0            80.0          35.0          215.0  
New York               1,400.0            90.0        610.0          41.0        320.0          44.0            36.0          19.0          240.0  
North Carolina                  820.0          364.0          46.0          72.0          23.0          25.0            32.0          33.0          225.0  
North Dakota               1,790.0          922.0          18.0        207.0          13.0        205.0          255.0          60.0          110.0  
Ohio               1,230.0          290.0        270.0          55.0        125.0          65.0          185.0          20.0          220.0  
Oklahoma               4,200.0        1,754.0          46.0        280.0          20.0        400.0          870.0        120.0          710.0  
Oregon               1,280.0          527.0        123.0        122.0          68.0          85.0          157.0          36.0          162.0  
Pennsylvania               1,610.0          155.0        535.0          55.0        310.0          65.0          170.0          25.0          295.0  
Rhode Island                     4.6              1.5            0.9            0.4            0.5            0.1              0.3            0.1             0.8  
South Carolina                  355.0          174.0          16.0          35.0            7.0          12.0            10.0          15.0            86.0  
South Dakota               3,850.0        1,688.0          92.0        315.0          55.0        545.0          720.0          90.0          345.0  
Tennessee               1,830.0          912.0          48.0        145.0          25.0          70.0          125.0          65.0          440.0  
Texas              11,300.0        4,015.0        435.0        600.0        200.0      1,550.0        2,500.0        300.0       1,700.0  
Utah                  770.0          315.0          90.0          61.0          50.0          62.0            75.0          22.0            95.0  
Vermont                   270.0            12.0        134.0            4.5          59.0            6.5              4.0            3.0            47.0  
Virginia               1,610.0          686.0          94.0        124.0          35.0          76.0          195.0          40.0          360.0  
Washington               1,150.0          221.0        264.0          46.0        109.0        135.0          190.0          17.0          168.0  
West Virginia                  410.0          200.0          10.0          36.0            5.0          25.0            48.0          14.0            72.0  
Wisconsin               3,450.0          260.0      1,270.0          75.0        700.0          55.0          350.0          30.0          710.0  
Wyoming               1,290.0          694.0            6.0        171.0            4.0        120.0          160.0          40.0            95.0  
          
United States             89,299.6      29,295.3      9,219.9      5,360.6      4,550.7      9,217.6      15,812.7      2,055.8      13,787.0  

 
A THANK YOU TO ALL IDAHO FARM AND RANCH OPERATORS  

Your cooperation in completing agricultural surveys from this office is greatly APPRECIATED. Accurate, useful estimates are vital in decis ion 
making. All estimates derived from these surveys, along with other pertinent agricultural data, are published in our regular series of releases. All 

NASS reports re available free of charge on the worldwide Internet.  For access, connect to the Internet and go to the NASS Home Page at: 
www.nass.usda.gov.  If you have any questions or require additional information, you may reach us toll free at 1-800-691-9987. 

 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/

